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Public consultation on Suffolk County Council’s proposed devolution deal starts
on 18" March

A 10-week public consultation on our proposed devolution deal with the Government will
start on 18" March and run through until 26" May. The consultation will be in two main
parts —an open survey, hosted by Suffolk County Council, that any residents can complete
and a sample survey of 1000 Suffolk residents conducted independently by Ipsos Mori. The
consultation will be available through our website www.suffolk.gov.uk/devolution and
social media. There will also be media coverage highlighting the consultation.

Dragon Patcher lands in Suffolk to bolster response to rural potholes

Suffolk Highways has welcomed the new pothole-repairing machine to help fix the growing
number of potholes experienced nationally during the winter season, with a trial set to
initially target defects in rural Suffolk.

The Dragon Patcher is a machine that releases compressed air which cleans the surface of
the road, before heating the surface to a temperature that enables repair material to bond
effectively with the road surface, allowing the pothole to be repaired with an aggregate and
hot bitumen material.

Compared with the traditional approach of repairing potholes, the Dragon Patcher can work
five times faster. This trial is in addition to the potholes being repaired around the clock as
part of our routine repair programme, during the past two months Suffolk Highways has
repaired 2,851 potholes across Suffolk.

Fuelled by the biodiesel, HVO (hydrotreated vegetable oil), the patcher reduces raw

material use and creates zero waste and has shown to provide significant carbon savings
when compared to traditional patching techniques.

Once the trial ends in Suffolk, a decision will be taken on whether to roll out the technology
across the county.

Councils’ loft insulation offers for Suffolk homes

Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders have launched a Suffolk Loft Insulation offer, teaming up
with builders' merchant Travis Perkins to offer Suffolk residents a significant reduction on
loft insulation.


http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/devolution
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There are four product options available, and residents will receive a 50% discount off their
purchase (up to £200), with free delivery.

According to The Energy Saving Trust, it is estimated that an uninsulated home loses a
quarter of its heat through its roof. An effective way to reduce this heat loss, and heating
bills, is to insulate your loft, attic or flat roof. Correctly installed insulation should pay for
itself many times over in its 40-year lifetime.

The offer is open to anyone and will close once the allocated funding has been spent. To
find out more visit www.greensuffolk.org/at-home/grants/. Simply fill out the online order
form and Travis Perkins will be in touch to arrange payment and delivery.

The Loft Insulation Grant is being funded by Suffolk’s Public Sector Leaders and Travis
Perkins and will help contribute to Suffolk’s Climate Emergency Plan and our vision for
Suffolk to become Carbon Neutral by 2030.

Have your say on Suffolk’s local transport plan

Residents are invited to share their views on how they travel to help inform Suffolk’s Local
Transport Plan.

The plan sets out a long-term vision for transport in Suffolk and covers key themes such as
decarbonisation of transport, strengthening the local economy, promoting health, wellbeing
and social inclusion, and creating better-connected places that encourage a range of
transport choices.

Suffolk County Council is asking for feedback on the key themes proposed for the fourth
version of the plan, which will cover the period until 2040 and respond to long-term
transport opportunities and challenges facing Suffolk and the UK as a whole.

A link to the survey can be found at https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/Itp4. The consultation will
run for eight weeks until 8 April 2024.

Feedback from the consultation will be collated and inform the production of the draft local
transport plan. The full draft document will then be subject to further consultation later in
the year.

£4.4 million to be spent on additional staff to strengthen SEND reform

Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet confirmed today that 60 new members of staff will be
recruited to drive forward important reform to the way special educational needs and
disability (SEND) services are delivered in Suffolk.


https://www.greensuffolk.org/at-home/grants/
https://forms.office.com/e/aAX5csv5LE
https://forms.office.com/e/aAX5csv5LE
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/ltp4

Samford Report March 2024

New Cabinet Member for Education and SEND, Andrew Reid, today reaffirmed Suffolk
County Council’s commitment to ensuring improvements to the SEND service go further and
faster. This includes an increase in permanent SEND staff of nearly 15%.

These new posts will support the improvement of the quality and timeliness of assessments,
plans, reviews, and communications with families.

Councillor Andrew Reid, Cabinet Member for Education and SEND, said:

“We must continue to invest in this service to bring about wide scale improvement. This includes
investing in staff resources, so we have the capacity to deliver change. We continue to focus on this
priority — we owe it to Suffolk’s children and young people.”

In January, a report by Ofsted and Care Quality Commission (CQC) found significant
concerns with the way SEND services are delivered by the NHS and Suffolk County Council.
In response to this, the Local Area Partnership, made up of Suffolk County Council, the NHS
Suffolk and Northeast Essex Integrated Care Board (ICB) and NHS Norfolk and Waveney ICB,
must submit a Priority Action Plan by March 7 outlining the improvement programme.

In order to support this improvement programme, an additional £4.4million was signed off
during the budget discussions at Full Council on February 15. Of this, £3.4million will provide
46 new full-time posts — a increase of 14.76% in current staffing levels. An additional
£1million will be spent in 2024/25 to fund 14 temporary posts.

Cabinet today agreed to delegate authority to approve the priority action plan to be
submitted to Ofsted and CQC on March 7 to the statutory director of children’s services in
consultation with the Cabinet Member for Education and SEND. The priority action plan is
also being approved at the Suffolk and North-East Essex ICB Executive and the Norfolk and
Waveney ICB Executive on 4 March 2024.

Applications open for new Suffolk Business Board

Inspirational and influential local businesspeople are sought to form the board, which will
represent the local business community and will help steer the local economic strategy to
create a stronger and higher-skilled economy for Suffolk.

The board will meet 4-6 times a year to help shape economic strategy and priorities for
Suffolk, to oversee delivery of funded programmes such as business support and skills
training for Suffolk, and to work closely with partners such as District councils, neighbouring
counties, and national economic and trade bodies.

The county council is seeking candidates who represent the diversity of Suffolk’s people and
economy, whether that be sector, geography, or business type.
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Expressions of interest should be emailed to businessboard@suffolk.gov.uk by Friday 22
March, with a short biography or CV and a brief cover letter outlining your interest in the
opportunity and what area(s) of expertise you feel you could bring.

Board membership is a voluntary position, and terms are for up to three years from the date
of appointment. The Business Board will be supported by a dedicated team of council

officers.

The establishment of the Business Board follows the Government’s announcement in 2023
that Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) would be integrated into upper tier local
authorities. The Suffolk Business Board will succeed the existing New Anglia LEP Board
which ceases on 31 March 2024.
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